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If one turns to the contemporary inscriptions of this age, it is
possible to know something more about the Jaina institutions of
Gupta times. A. grant of the reign of Kakusthavarma says how he
gave away a full field of twelve nivartanas at the village of Siddhake-
dara to the sects of the Yapanlyas for the " purposes of the glory of
repairing anything that may be broken and performing the worship
of the temple of the holy Arhafe."l iFrom this grant it is clear that
there was at this time a sect of the Jainas known as the Yapanlyas and
that grants of land were made to Jaina viharas more or less on the
lines of those gifts made to Brahmana agraliaras holders. It is worth
observing that, as in the case of the agraharas, with the Jainas, too,
one of the conditions of the gift, apart from the maintenance of
the worship, was the effecting of repairs in the vihdra in which the
monks lived.

In the days of Zakusthavarma's grandson Mrgesavarraa some-
thing more can be ascertained about some of the other Jaina sects.
In one of the inscriptions of Mrgesavarma it is related how, while
at Vaijayanti (Banavasi), he *' gave the holy Arhats thirty-three
nivartanas (of land) > from the river Matrsarit up to the sacred confluence
of rivers called Inginasangama, for the purpose of supporting the
Zurcakas, -who are naked religious mendicants."3 Besides the
Zurcakas there were other sects among the Jainas in this period.
The village of the Kalavafiga, for instance, was divided into three
portions ''firstly one share was for the holy Arhat and the great
god Jinendra, who inhabited the supreme and excellent place (called)
" the hall of the Arhat." The second was for the enjoyment of the
sect of eminent ascetics called Svetapata, which was intent on
practising the true religion declared by the Arhat. The third was
for the enjoyment of the sect of eminent ascetics called Nirgranthas/'3

These gifts of land from the State enabled the Jaina monastics
to carry on their feasts and religious observances. The Hals!
plates of king Mrgesavarma give the following details about some
endowments in the city of Palasika (Halsl), " The lord Ravi/' we are
informed, ** established the ordinance at the mighty city of Palasika,
that the glory of Jinendra, (the festival of) which lasts for eight days,
should be celebrated every year on the full moon of (the month)
Karttika from that village; that ascetics should be supported during
the four months of the rainy season; that the learned men, the chief
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